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The receptionist says “four 

- more years” rather than “re- ; 
elect the President,” but the 

: Committee for the Re-Election, 
of the President is still doing 
business at the same old stand 
one block from the White 
House. 

Press spokesman DeVan : 
Shumway says the committee s 
is in “the closing down proc- 
ess” and that no decision hasj 
been reached on whether to! 
keep it in business pending < 
any prospective congressional i 
hearings on the burglary and | 
espionage of Democratic head- ! 
quarters at the Watergate. ’•! 

But other informed sources : 
say flatly that the committee 
> has three reasons for continu- i 
i- ing in business. One of them 
is to issue statements, if neees- 
: sary, during the trial of the 
s seven Watergate defendants, ' 
i which begins Jan. 8. 

The other purposes are the 
, preparing of financial state- 

- ments required to be filed by 
• Jan. 31, and the disposition of 

“valuable materials” that in- 
. elude computer lists of pro- 
■ Nixon voters and data bank 
materials on the 10 major 
states. . ■ - 

This material presumably 
will be transferred to the Re- 
publican National Committee 
but not right away. . 

. “We don’t want to. transfer 
it to a committee that’s so 
much in flux,” says one Re- 
publican source. 

Chairman Bob Dole and 
many of the Republican Na- 
tional Committee employees 
are leaving. Dole will be re- 
placed Jan. 20 by George 
Bush, now the U.S. ambassa- 
dor to the United Nations; 
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The disposition of this mate- 
rial,., rather than the financial 
or Watergate purposes, - was 
described as the major reason 
for the,;, delay in closing ..down 
the committee, which usually 
is knoWn by the acronym of 
CREEP. ? 

Neither CREEP nor the Re- 
publican National Committee 
fully trusted each other dur- 
ing the campaign and this re- 
lationship has persisted in the 
aftermath of President Nix- 
on’s landslide victory. 

Despite the official insist- 
ence that no formal decision 
has been reached on when to 
close down the re-election 
committee, it is considered 
certain that CREEP will re- 
main open through the Water- 


gate trial and will probably 
close down soon afterward no 
matter what a congressional 
committee does. 

■ V, “The trial is really our hear- 
ing, involving as it does ex- 
committee employees,” says 
one well-informed source. 
“After that, it’s up to the 
White House.” 

At this point it is unknown 
whether there will in fact be 
any congressional hearings. 
There is considerable doubt 
whether 1 Sen. Edward M. Ken- 
nedy (D-Mass.), who is sup- 
posed to lead this investiga- 
tion, is interested in pursuing 

if; - A - , 

There are heavy political 
risks in such an investigation 
for Kennedy, whose own pros- 
pective . presidential candi- 
dacy would doubtless become 


a subject of controversy. Even 
if such an ; investigation is 
launched, there are questions 
about whetherlt would be vig- 
orously pursued. 

Kennedy, in a recent Los 
Angeles $ speech, went out of 
his way to be complimentary 
of the Nixon administration, 
declaring' that “there is more 
good will in Congress now to- 
ward Mr. Nixon than perhaps 
at any time in his career in 
public life.” 

The belief that hearings are 
unlikely is shared at CREEP, 
where the concern is focused 
on the upcoming trial. Several 
employees of the committee 
are expected to be called as 
witnesses during the trial, per- 
haps by both sides. 

Of the 30 employees remain- 
ing at the re-election commit- 


tee, about 12 are involved ini 
political tasks and the remain- 
ing 18 in preparing reports on 
financial contributions to com- 
ply’ with the, legal Jan. 31 
deadline. 

The finance staff is under 
the • jurisdiction of Maurice 
Stans, who heads' the Finance 
Committee, to Re-elect the 
President. Jeb. Magruder, a 
deputy director of the re-elec- 
tion committee, is in charge of 
closing down the entire opera- 
tion. 

Campaign Chairman Clark 
MacGregor took a job in pri- 
vate industry the day after the 
election and Fred Malek, the 
campaign’s other deputy direc- 
tor, is preoccupied with re- 
cruiting personnel for the job 
reshuffle in the Nixon adminis- 
tration’s second term. 

The re-election committee is 
playing no role in the Nixon 
inaugural, which is being 
directed by a separate com- 
mittee headed by Magruder 
and headquartered at Ft. 
McNair. 



